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Agenda Item (7) 

To: Members and Observers 

AGRICULTURAL COMPOUNDS AND VETERINARY MEDICINES ADVISORY 

COUNCIL 

From: Principal Adviser ACVM 

Subject: Expired and Returned Veterinary Medicines 

Date: 24 November 2021 

 

Purpose 

1. To seek the views from AVMAC on management of expired and returned veterinary 

medicines. 

Current Position 

2. Previously ACVM advice has indicated that the conditions of registration allow a 

veterinarian to use an expired veterinary medicine. However, a veterinarian or any other 

person in the distribution chain does have a legal obligation to maintain the product in a 

manner that ensures it conforms to the approved product and manufacturing specifications. 

3. There are no legal requirements regarding return and resale of veterinary medicines. While 

returned veterinary medicines (unless expired) are not subject to any conditions of 

registration, ACVM has provided advice on matters a veterinarian would need to consider 

to re-dispense a returned veterinary medicine. 

4. The rationale for allowing this is to avoid a significant negative animal welfare issue that 

may result if an expired or returned veterinary medicine was not available for use. This is 

only on the basis there are no alternative treatments available and access to stocks of the 

compliant veterinary medicine are unavailable. Cost would not be an appropriate rationale 

to use. 

5. Veterinarians also have obligations under the VCNZ Code of Professional Conduct for 

either situation. 

Expired Veterinary Medicines 



Expired and Returned Veterinary Medicines 
Page 2 of 3 

24 November 2021 

 

6. It is expected the veterinarian has undertaken due diligence to determine whether they can 

manage the risks under the ACVM Act, that would result from use of the expired veterinary 

medicine. Such due diligence would include: 

a. Determining whether there is any other condition of registration preventing this. 

b. Contacting the manufacturer/registrant for additional information on stability to assist 

in determining whether it is acceptable or not to use the expired veterinary 

medicine. 

c. Efficacy and safety implications, particularly where there could be loss of active 

ingredient content. 

d. Potential for residue issues in food producing animals. 

7. In the case of an unrestricted veterinary medicine, there is a requirement that if a person 

other than a veterinarian wanted to use expired veterinary medicines they must first seek 

the views of an appropriately qualified source. In most instances this would be a 

veterinarian. 

Returned Veterinary Medicines 

8. Our advice in the past indicated that an assessment on whether the product’s integrity has 

been compromised or not should be made. This includes consideration of whether the 

product has been opened or broached and how it has been stored by the end-user, and its 

expiry date. 

Conditions of Registration – Expired Veterinary Medicines 

9. The two relevant conditions of registration are condition 63 and condition 68. Condition 72 

also has some relevancy as this requires a veterinarian to authorise a restricted veterinary 

medicine. 

10. The purpose of condition 63 is to ensure the product does not fall out of scope due to the 

manner in which it has been stored or handled (e.g. label defaced) etc. The wording of the 

condition is: 

Persons responsible for the product at each stage throughout its distribution must maintain 

the product in a manner that ensures it conforms to the approved product and 

manufacturing specifications through to the product's retail sale. 

11. The purpose of condition 68 is to require a person, other than a veterinarian, to seek advice 

on using an unrestricted veterinary medicine outside its approved product and 

manufacturing specifications. The wording of the condition is: 

Any person using the product on any animal or in any manner other than as specified in the 

approved product and manufacturing specifications must, before using the product, seek 
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advice from an appropriately qualified source and confirm that the intended use is not likely 

to cause unnecessary or unreasonable pain or distress in the animal treated. 

12. A recent review of condition of registration (condition 63) has suggested that its wording is 

not as clear as it should be on its intent. Specifically, it could be interpreted to mean use of 

expired or returned veterinary medicines by a veterinarian or other persons is illegal. 

13. This has prompted the ACVM to re-consider whether the current policy is still fit for 

purpose. Specifically, is it still acceptable to allow use of expired veterinary medicines or 

not? If so, does condition 63 (and possibly condition 68) need to be revised. 

14. Irrespective of this, any ACVM requirements do not override other requirements in other 

legislation or industry sector guidance e.g. in the NZCP1 (Operational Code for Design and 

Operation of Farm Dairies) where it states use of expired veterinary medicines is not 

permitted. 

15. A number of overseas regulators do not allow use of expired veterinary medicines. 

However, special dispensations have been considered for COVID-19 in case there were 

shortages. 

Matters for Consideration  

16. Feedback is sought on the following: 

a. Is it still appropriate to allow veterinarians (or other persons) to sell and use expired 

veterinary medicines? 

b. Is the current advice on returned veterinary medicines still appropriate? 

17. Should a final decision be made to make it illegal to use expired veterinary medicines, then 

either existing conditions would need amending or a new condition of registration would be 

required. This would mean a reassessment of all relevant products to implement such a 

change. 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. It is recommended that AVMAC members: 

Note the contents of the above. 

Discuss as required. 

Provide feedback to Warren Hughes at warren.hughes@mpi.govt.nz by 4 February 2022. 
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