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This document provides guidance 

on how to use group standards for 

formulated veterinary medicines and 

agricultural compound active 

ingredients by:

 giving an overview of the four 

new group standards, and 

 outlining their legal obligations 

under the HSNO Act. 

You should read this document in 

conjunction with the full group 

standards which are the legal 

documents that outline the scope and 

conditions of each group standard in 

greater detail. These can be viewed 

on the EPA website www.epa.govt.nz.

Until recently, active ingredients used in the manufacture of agricultural compounds and formulated veterinary 
medicines required a separate approval for each new substance. The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) 
working with the Animal Remedy and Plant Protectant Association (ARPPA) and Agcarm Inc, have developed 
four group standards to provide approvals for formulated veterinary medicines and active ingredients used 
in the manufacture of agricultural compounds. This has removed regulatory barriers and lowered the cost 
associated with the importation and manufacture of these substances.

Under the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms (HSNO) Act 1996 all hazardous

substances require an approval. Most workplace chemicals are approved under 

group standards. Group standards are a type of approval for a group of hazardous 

substances of a similar nature, type or use. These standards set out conditions that 

enable the group of hazardous substances to be managed safely. 

The new group standards
These standards will make it easier and cheaper to comply with HSNO and offer 

industry a predictable regulatory outcome.  Industry can now self-assign many 

veterinary medicines and agricultural compound active ingredients to a group 

standard without going directly to the EPA. This will encourage the import and 

manufacture of substances that will benefit the agricultural sector while managing 

the risks to human health and the environment.  

You must use these standards correctly and in some cases you will be required 

to notify the EPA. You cannot assign a substance to these group standards if it 

has previously been declined approval under section 29 of the HSNO Act. This 

document provides industry with an overview of the four new standards and 

how to use this method of approval.



Active ingredients for use in the manufacture 
of agricultural compounds group standard
This group standard covers existing active ingredients that 

are intended for use in the manufacture of agricultural 

compounds excluding vertebrate toxic agents (VTA). 

Substances under this standard must be used as an active 

ingredient in an agricultural compound. 

To assign a substance to this group standard, the active 

ingredient must have an existing HSNO approval as an 

agricultural compound active ingredient, or as a component 

of an agricultural compound.

Veterinary medicines (non-dispersive/open 
system application) group standard
Veterinary medicines applied to animals in a non-dispersive 

open manner can be approved under this standard. 

An example of open system application is a pour on substance 

that is applied directly to the skin of an animal. Tickicides 

used for the treatment of ticks are pour on substances 

that may be included under this standard. An open 

system application method exposes the substance to the 

atmosphere during and after application. Consequently, 

the handler has a greater risk of exposure to the 

substance. To mitigate this risk, this group standard does 

not include substances administered using dispersive 

application techniques, such as dipping or spray frames.

Veterinary medicines supplied to the general public 

under this standard must not be mutagenic (class 6.6A), 

carcinogenic (class 6.7A) or reproductively toxic (class 6.8A). 

To assign your veterinary medicine to this standard it must 

have an active ingredient that already has a HSNO approval 

or is used in another approved veterinary medicine.

Veterinary medicine limited pack size 
finished dose group standard
You can import a substance under this standard if it is a 

formulated veterinary medicine in its finished dose form. 

Your substance must be a liquid or a solid ≤ 500 g in weight 

or 500 mL in volume. Substances that are in gaseous or 

aerosol form, or intended for use as a parasiticide on 

production animals, cannot fall under this group standard. 

This group standard allows you to import substances that 

contain new active ingredients provided you list these on 

the New Zealand Inventory of Chemicals (NZIoC).

Notifying the EPA
The New Zealand Inventory of Chemicals (NZIoC) is a database 

of the hazardous chemicals known to be in the country, 

whether as pure chemicals or as components present in 

formulated substances.

If you import an active ingredient intended for the manufacture 

of agricultural compounds it must be listed on the NZIoC. 

You need to notify the EPA of:

 the name of the substance

 the specifications of the substance including the purity 

of the substance and the maximum impurity content, and

 evidence to support these data and the analytical 

methods used.

This information must be updated if the source of your 

substance changes.

If you import or manufacture formulated substances 

you need to notify the EPA of any chemical components 

(including active ingredients) in your substance that are 

not listed on the NZIoC.

This information must include:

 the name of the substance and its HSNO approval number

 the name of the chemical not listed on the NZIoC, and

 the concentration of the chemical in the substance, 

its hazard classification and its proposed use.

Veterinary medicines (non-dispersive/closed 
system application) group standard
Substances applied as a veterinary medicine in a non-dispersive 

closed manner can be assigned to this group standard.  

In a closed system of application, medicines are administered 

using equipment that prevents the release of a substance 

into the environment or onto the person handling it. 

Veterinary medicines administered in a closed manner 

could include oral drenches or injectable vaccines. 

This standard excludes veterinary medicines that are under 

500 g or 500 mL in packaged weight, unless they are used 

to treat parasites. A substance must not contain an excipient 

ingredient (any ingredient that is not the active ingredient) 

that has carcinogenic (class 6.7A), mutagenic (class 6.6A) 

or reproductive toxicant (class 6.8A) classifications if it is not 

listed on the NZIoC. 

To assign your veterinary medicine to this standard it must 

have an active ingredient that already has a HSNO approval 

or is used in another approved veterinary medicine.
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Your responsibilities
You must keep a record of how you assigned your substance 

to a group standard and supply this to the EPA upon request.  

To import or manufacture a substance under a group standard 

you need to ensure it falls within the scope. This means:

 knowing the formulation of your product

 its hazard classifications, and

 how it is applied to an animal.

If your substance falls within the scope you must comply with 

the full set of conditions of the standard. There are conditions 

around:

 packaging and labelling requirements

 storage, handling and disposal, and

 producing and providing safety datasheets.

Consult the group standards for comprehensive guidance on 

the scope and conditions of your group standard. If 

your substance meets the criteria and conditions of a 

group standard (including hazard classifications), it is 

automatically approved.

Assigning your substance to a group standard
You need to know the formulation of your substance and its 

physical properties. This information will allow you to 

determine the hazard classifications of a substance.  

Veterinary medicines are applied in different ways and each 

application method is associated with a different level of 

risk. You must ensure that the application method of your 

substance meets the scope of the group standard. For 

example, a substance approved under the veterinary 

medicines (non-dispersive closed system application) 

group standard, must be applied in a way that doesn’t 

result in the exposure of a person to that substance. This 

could mean the substance is injected directly into 

the animal.

The conditions of a group standard 

Packaging should never leak and must not weaken over the 

duration of its use. Ensure that packaging avoids incompatible 

substances from coming into contact with each other. 

Incompatible substances may cause a fire or explosion. 

Storage facilities and sites that hold agricultural compounds 

or veterinary medicines in large quantities may require a 

location test certificate. 

Disposal of a substance or used packaging must be done in 

an environmentally responsible manner. 

Many of these substances are hazardous and a high level of 

training is required when handling them. In some cases you 

may require an approved handler to be in control of 

your substances.

Labelling
Labelling requirements may now be met if the label meets 

the standards of Australia, Canada, USA or the European Union. 

If not, labels must provide general and specific information 

about the substance and the information of the New Zealand 

importer, supplier or manufacturer.  

Chemicals that contribute to the hazardous nature of the 

substance must be identified and in some cases their 

concentrations given. Warning and precautionary statements 

will be required and in some circumstances, may be supplied 

on a package leaflet. The group standards provide a list 

of hazard statements required for substances with a 

particular classification. 

You must provide a safety datasheet 
The group standards require you to provide safety datasheets 

if it is the first time you have supplied a substance to a place 

of work. These should contain the ingredients of a substance, 

the chemical and physical properties and the associated 

hazards. In the case of a single component substance 

(agricultural compound active group standard) any impurities 

that present a hazard must be listed. If your substance is a 

formulated veterinary medicine, the chemical identity of each 

hazardous ingredient and their concentration ranges must 

be given.  

Advice on the safe handling, storage and disposal of the 

substance, first aid measures and any recommended 

emergency response and hazard mitigation measures 

should also be included. The group standards specify the 

information required on a safety datasheet.

Remember
This document is intended for guidance only. To assign 

your substance to a group standard:

 read the full group standards and ensure your 

substance falls within the scope

 follow all the conditions under a group standard

 ensure you notify the EPA if your substance contains a 

chemical that is not listed on the NZIoC, and 

 keep a record of how you assigned your substance to 

a group standard.
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3.1B – a flammable liquid with a flashpoint of less than 23°C 
and an initial boiling point of greater than 35°C

3.1C – a flammable liquid with a flashpoint of greater than 23°C 
and less than or equal to 60°C

3.1D – a flammable liquid with a flashpoint of greater than 
60°C and less than or equal to 93°C

4.1.1B – a flammable solid with low hazard

5.1.1C – an oxidising solid or liquid with low hazard

6.1A*, 6.1B^, 6.1C, 6.1D or 6.1E – acute toxicity

6.3A or 6.3B – skin irritancy

6.4A – eye irritancy

6.5A – respiratory sensitisation

6.5B – contact sensitisation

6.6A or 6.6B – mutagenicity

6.7A or 6.7B – carcinogenicity

6.8A, 6.8B or 6.8C – reproductive toxicity

6.9A or 6.9B – target organ toxicity

8.1A# – metallic corrosivity

8.2B^ or 8.2C^ – skin corrosivity

8.3A – eye corrosivity

Any class 9 – ecotoxicity/substances that may cause damage to 
the environment if discharged to the air, land or water. 

* Only substances permitted under the active ingredients for use in 

the manufacture of agricultural compounds group standard can 

have this hazard.

^ Substances permitted under the veterinary medicines (non-dispersive 

open system application) group standard cannot have these 

hazard classifications.

# Only substances permitted under the active ingredients for use in 

the manufacture of agricultural compounds group standard and the 

veterinary medicine limited pack size finished dose group standard 

can have this hazard classification.

Other legislation
HSNO works alongside other legislation to ensure that 

hazardous substances are managed safely. You need to be 

familiar with all the legislation that applies to you when 

importing, supplying or manufacturing substances. Assigning 

your substance to the appropriate group standard and 

complying with the conditions of that standard only assures 

your compliance with HSNO.

Veterinary medicines that fall under these group standards 

still require individual assessment and registration under the 

Agricultural Compounds and Veterinary Medicines (ACVM) 

Act 1997, administered by the Ministry for Primary Industries.

Hazardous classifications covered by 
these group standards
HSNO regulates substances based on the risks they pose to 

people and the environment. Substances are classified 

in accordance with their intrinsic properties and the 

degree of hazard. This helps determine how their risks 

can be managed in relation to human health and the 

environment. To fall within the scope of the group 

standards a substance must only have one or more of the 

following hazards: 
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Assigning your substance to a group standard

Is it a formulated substance of packaged weight ≤ 500 g/mL in its fi nished dose form?

Yes

Is it a large animal parasiticide or is it 
applied in a gaseous or aerosol form?

Yes No

Covered by the fi nished 
dose group standard

No

Is it applied in a 
dispersive manner?

NoYes

Does the substance contain an 
approved active ingredient?

Yes

Is it applied in a closed manner
(e.g. intravenously or orally)?

Yes

Covered by the closed 
administration group standard

No

Covered by the open 
administration group standard

No

Part fi ve
approval needed

Is the substance an agricultural compound active ingredient?

Yes

Is it used, or intended to be 
used, in the manufacture of a 

vertebrate toxic agent?

No

Not covered by the active 
ingredient group standard

No Yes

Covered by the active 
ingredient group standard

Not covered by the active 
ingredient group standard

Does the active ingredient 
have a part fi ve approval?

No Yes

Is the active ingredient in an 
agricultural compound that 

exists in NZ?
No Yes

Part fi ve
approval needed

Is it a formulated substance of packaged weight ≤ 500 g/mL in its fi nished dose form?

Yes

Is it a large animal parasiticide or is it 
applied in a gaseous or aerosol form?

Yes No

Covered by the fi nished 
dose group standard

No

Is it applied in a 
dispersive manner?

NoYes

Does the substance contain an 
approved active ingredient?

Yes

Is it applied in a closed manner
(e.g. intravenously or orally)?

Yes

Covered by the closed 
administration group standard

No

Covered by the open 
administration group standard

No

Part fi ve
approval needed

Is the substance an agricultural compound active ingredient?

Yes

Is it used, or intended to be 
used, in the manufacture of a 

vertebrate toxic agent?

No

Not covered by the active 
ingredient group standard

No Yes

Covered by the active 
ingredient group standard

Not covered by the active 
ingredient group standard

Does the active ingredient 
have a part fi ve approval?

No Yes

Is the active ingredient in an 
agricultural compound that 

exists in NZ?
No Yes

Part fi ve
approval needed

These charts are intended to be guidance only and do not set out in detail the full legal requirements for a hazardous substance 

to fit within the scope of a group standard.  You should read these charts in conjunction with the full group standards, which 

outline the scope and conditions in more detail. These can be viewed on the EPA’s website at www.epa.govt.nz.



Contact Us
Please contact the EPA Hazardous Substances Information line on 0800 376 234 for further 
information on veterinary medicine group standards.
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